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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 05430 241640Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 SP-02 INR-07 IO-13 PRS-01 
NSC-05 CIAE-00 /054W 

035709 250528Z /14-S 

R 241600Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4563 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 5430 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINTAN SY, US, XF 

SUBJECT: US REACTION TO ISRAELI MEASURES ON WEST BANK 
REF: (A) STATE 201323; (B) STATE 197238; (C) DAMASCUS 5348 

1 . POST HAS AVAILABLE AND DOES DRAW ON DEPARTMENT PRESS 
BRIEFING CABLES AND OTHER RELEVANT STATEMENTS OF USG 
POSITION WHEN RESPONDING TO HOST GOVERNMENT DEMARCHES. 

REGRET THAT IN SUMMARIZING MY COMMENTS TO KHADDAM I DID 
NOT MAKE THIS CLEAR . (DAMASCUS REFTEL). 

2. KHADDAM WAS SPECIFICALLY RAISING QUESTION OF ISRAELI 
PROVISION OF EQUAL SERVICES TO WEST BANK. HE DID 

NOT FEEL U.S. STATEMENT THAT FULL LEGAL IMPACT OF THIS 
ISRAELI GOVERNMENT DECISION IS NOT YET CLEAR CONSTITUTES 
STRONG ENOUGH U.S. REACTION, EVEN WHEN WE CHARACTERIZED 
DECISION AS CREATING IMPRESSION OF PERMANENCE WHICH IS 
NOT HELPFUL. SYRIANS HAVE APPRECIATED FORCEFUL U.S. 

STATEMENTS RE ILLEGALITY OF ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS BUT HAVE 
ALWAYS SAID THEY WANTED TO SEE EFFECTIVE U.S. ACTION 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 05430 241640Z 

TO STOP THESE ISRAELI ACTIVITIES. 

3. I HAVE NOT FOUND IT HELPFUL TO GIVE SYRIANS FULL 
TEXT OF U.S. PRESS BRIEFINGS. INTRICATE GIVE AND TAKE 

IN SESSIONS CONFUSES READERS HERE. IT IS HELPFUL, HOWEVER, 

TO SUPPLEMENT ORAL PRESENTATIONS BY HANDING OVER TEXT 
OF FORMAL U.S. STATEMENTS BOTH FROM PRESS BRIEFINGS AND 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

OTHER FORA AND I WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO IN THE FUTURE. 

MURPHY 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 
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